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But the term "means test" has now taken on a
much more sinister meaning. It has come to mean
a reckoning up of the income of a whole family
so that it may be ascertained whether one or two
of that family, whether able-bodied or not, may be
granted unemployment pay or "the dole" as it is
called. Under this test a scale is laid down and if
the family income, whether derived from the work
of children or parents, from old age pensions or service
pensions, exceeds a certain figure per head, then no
member of that family is eligible for unemployment
pay, or any other form of public assistance.

Both in the Cabinet and in the House of Commons,
father fought against this drastic modern means
test. As a Guardian of the Poor he knew what
wretchedness and misery would result from it. A
young unemployed man is compelled to share his
widowed mother's meagre income from old age
pension or service pension; another may have to
share his father's disability pension and his brother's
or sister's wages. In these days young men and
women fortunate enough to be in regular work and
earning say thirty shillings or two pounds a week
expect a little recreation (they may even want to save
up to get married) and resent bitterly a plan which
brings their conditions down to a uniform standard
of misery, which may be below the subsistence level.

Father has been attacked both by Tories and by
Maxton (one cannot say "the Maxton group" any
more) as though he originated the "means test".
Nothing could be more absurd. In Poplar, until